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Classic and Custom Car Show 
 

2005 – 2025 

 

At The Polegrove, Brockley Road, Bexhill TN39 3EX 

MAIN SPONSOR—TRENCHLINE UTILITIES 

For more information on this event and other club activities: 

www.bexhill100mc.co.uk 

Bexhill on Sea - the Birthplace of British Motor Racing 
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WARNINGS 
 

Maximum speed limit at all times in the showground is:- 

 

5 MILES PER HOUR 

 

PLEASE KEEP TO IT 

 

ANY VEHICLE MOVEMENT between 10am and 4pm MUST be accompanied 
by a marshall. 

 

ALL VEHICLES must remain in the showground until 4pm 

In an emergency, please contact the Bexhill 100  
Registration Point to request a marshall and then, if needed, wait to be 
escorted from the showground 

Children are to be kept under the control of parents or guardians at all 
times. Please take care and be on the lookout for vehicle movement at 
all times 

Fire extinguishers can be found by the Bexhill 100 Registration Point 

First Aid is provided by Blue Response close to the Bexhill 100 Registration 
Point and public conveniences 

Dogs are to be kept on a lead at all times 

Please place any litter in the bins provided 

Please DO NOT touch the exhibits without asking the owner’s consent. 
Thank You 

Lost and Found is located at the Bexhill 100 Registration Point 

 

PLEASE NOTE: We are in a 30mph rural speed limit, so, when leaving the 
showground please observe the limit. Thank You 

 

We would like some feedback about this programme and the show as a 
whole, please put comments on the Bexhill 100 Motoring Club Facebook 
page. 
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CHAIRMANS’  WELCOME 
Welcome to our 2025 20th anniversary show. 

We have aimed to make this show the best yet with more cars, 
more trade stands and lots more special features which are     
advertised in this programme. 

We have a hard working committee and volunteers from over the 
past 20 years that we owe the success of the show down to,   
every one of them. 

It is an amazing story of how much the show has managed to 
generate over the years, increasing the donations to local      
charities. In 2024 we were able to give away £24,000 to our four 
chosen charities, to take our total to £180,000. Could we break 
the £200,000 total this show ??? A special thanks this year to our 
major sponsors, Trenchline Utilities and all those who have 
made this show possible. 

Sadly, this year will be my last year as Bexhill 100 Motoring Club 
Chairperson and last year as show Co-Ordinator. Having had 
these positions for a good few years, I feel the club needs new 
blood to take it to the next level. We have an amazing team who I 
have had the pleasure to work with, especially Charlie Rowland, 
who is just one of the unassuming and dedicated people I know. I 
will still be involved with the club in many ways, so watch this 
space. I hope you enjoy the show and take a look around, if the 
show is packed we will break that target. 

Chris Speck, Chair of Bexhill 100 Motoring Club. 

SHOW ORGANISING COMMITTEE 

Show Co-Ordinators:   Chris Speck & Charlie Rowland 

Ground Planning:   Roger Butler & Alan Timms 

Finance:    Charlie Rowland 

Show Entries/Trade Stands:  Frances Rowland 

Show Security:    Steve Parker, Chris Speck & Martin Eames 

Photography:    Jeff Penfold & Charlie Dwyer 

Show Programme:   Heidi Speck 

Event Staffing:    Phil Hart 

Club Regalia Stand & Raffle:  Sue Hammett 

Teas & Coffees for Volunteers:  Sue Dickinson 

 

Printed by EasyFastPrint     info@easyfastprint.co.uk     www.easyfastprint.co.uk 

0333 577 2282 

mailto:info@easyfastprint.co.uk
http://www.easyfastprint.co.uk
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ROBIN READ RACING HISTORY 

1967 Attended first meeting with father as spectators. 
1973 First competition licence. Motorcycle: 500 cc Triumph in a Lambretta Li 150 frame. 
1975 First front engine dragster: 1800 cc Volvo engine. 
1979 Final version of Volvo dragster before sale to new owners in Germany – this one was the fastest/
quickest naturally aspirated, petrol fueled push rod 4 cylinder. 
1981 First rear engine Daimler – supercharged and fuel injected running on methanol fuel. 
1986 The car we called the half car, old front end but with a new rear axle transmission and chassis, self-
designed and built. This time supercharged, fuel injected and running on nitromethane fuel. 
1987 An all new car, self-designed and built, utilising the one-year old rear chassis etc., but with an all new 
front end. The car won its debut meeting. The previous car chassis reunited and sold. 
1988 Contest the European Competition Car Championship. This series had 10 rounds 
of championship around Europe. We achieved second place. 
1989 Contest the Euro Series again. We won the series this year setting a new series record for elapsed 
time and terminal speed: 7.04 seconds at 184 mph., and winning the final event. We went on to the finals 
meeting at Santa Pod and ran the World’s first 6 with a British engine: 6.97 seconds at 187 mph. 
1990 Contest the Euro Series – achieved second place. 
1991-1995 Ran the car on a selected meeting basis winning several events per year at home in the U.K. and 
in Europe. In 1992 we ran another World first: 6.81 seconds at 189 mph. 
1996 Contest the British National Super Pro race series and achieve second place. 
1997-1998 No racing activity – concentrate on business. 
1999 Partnered and drove the Top Fuel car of Knut Söderqvist as part of a two-car team, mine being the 
second car. We compete in the FIA European Top Fuel Championship and achieve second place after the 
team number one car was destroyed in a crash at Hockenheim. We win the Finals Meeting at Santa Pod 
running 5.08 seconds at 299 mph which seeded me in the World’s top 50. 
1999 The Daimler dragster invited to a Jaguar / Daimler shootout meeting at Santa Pod where the Le Mans 
Jaguar attended as did all the iconic Jaguars. We beat all comers and ran the fastest time and speed of the 
day and a class win 
2000-2002 Partnered and drove the Top Fuel car at selected meetings for Knut Söderqvist. 
2002-2008 No racing activity – I thought I had retired! 
2008 Read family inducted into the British Drag Racing Hall of Fame. My father, Jim, raced until his death in 
1989. He was a successful racer in the old Pro-Comp category and was also Chairman of the BDRA and HRA 
for 10 years. 
2008-2010 No racing activity. 
2011 Invited by the Hall of Fame to static display the Daimler at the Santa Pod Dragstalgia event. 
2012 Daimler recommissioned and attended Dragstalgia as a running car - runs 7.08 seconds at 187 mph on 
only its second pass. 
2013-2017 Daimler has been making demonstration runs at various tracks and events. In 2017 we ran two 
World first times and speeds – 6.69 seconds at 199.89 mph. TO DATE NO OTHER BRITISH ENGINED CAR HAS 
RUN SUB 7 SECONDS OR OVER 180 MPH.  
In 2016 we raced a best of three against the Split Second Jet powered dragster and won. In 2017 we raced a 
best of three against the Firestorm Jet powered funny car and won. 
2016-2017 Construction of a new Daimler Dragster utilising the latest specification and materials. 
2017-2020 Developing new engine parts using the original dragster as a test vehicle 
2020-23 New dragster debuted , has run a best so far of 6.37 seconds at 209mph , lowering the world rec-
ords for time and speed seven times since its debut The chassis and body and engine components of both 
dragsters are designed , developed and manufactured by Robin Read Racing. As a team we have been to-
gether for 40 years. Many thanks to the Triple R Team 
Mark Evans, Bertie Hopkinson, Bill Mears, Ella Chapman and Damian Burke 
 
These Dragsters are completely unique in that they are the World record holders for British engine vehicles 
irrespective of sport discipline or engine capacity . 
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 

10.00 – 16.00  Music and commentary supplied by Bexhill  
    Promotions 

10.00 – 16.00  Uncle Bumble – children’s entertainment 

10.00 – 16.00  Cream Teas at Bexhill Lions area and music by 
 The Other Band throughout the day 

11.00  Official opening of the show  

11.00    Registration for Bexhill Lions Dog Show 

11.30    East Sussex Fire Cadets (Bexhill) demonstration 

12.30    Bexhill Lions Dog Show 

13.00    Dragster start-up 

13.30    East Sussex Fire Cadets (Bexhill) demonstration 

14.30    Presentation of Trophies 

15.00    Bexhill 100 Raffle Draw 

15.30    Duck Hunt Prize Draw 

16.00    Colouring Competition Results 

17.00    Close of show 

ROBIN READ’S DRAGSTER 
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PRICES STARTING FROM £25 PER WEEK 

 

24 H0UR ACCESS, 7 DAYS A WEEK 

 

CONTACT US TODAY ON 

01424 219086/07967 656060 

 

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

www.bexhillstorage.co.uk 

http://www.bexhillstorage.co.uk/
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TRADE STANDS 2025 

 

1.  CAR PORTRAITS    45. POLEGROVE BOWLS CLUB 

2. HANDMADE CRAFTS   46. JUST HISTORICS 

3. OLD TOOLS     47. ICE CREAM 

4. ETHNIC ARTS & CRAFTS   48. WOODWORK 

5. LEAGUE OF FRIENDS   49. METAL ART 

6. BEXHILL HERITAGE    50. TOYS, LEGO, JEWELLERY 

7. HANDMADE CRAFTS   51. CRAFT 

8. HANDMADE CRAFTS   52. MEAD, WINE PRESERVES 

9. AUTOJUMBLE    53. RNLI 

10. CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC   54. BEXHILL 100 STAND 

11. TYRE PROS     55. BEXHILL LIONS  

12. RBL TOMBOLA    56. FALAFEL BOX 

13. INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED MOTORISTS 57. KEITH WENHAM 

14. 9th BEXHILL SCOUTS GROUP  58. PIZZA SHED 

15. BRIC-A-BRAC    59. ICE CREAM 

16. 3D PRINTING    60. BEXHILL COMMUNITY BUS 

17. CANINE PARTNERS    61. GERMAN SAUSAGE HUT 

18. 1940’s PEDAL CARS    62. MUCKY DUCK 

19. BEXHILL ROTARY    63. SUSSEX HOG ROAST 

20. PHOTOGRAPHY    64. FLAME MADE PIZZA 

21. CRAFT, PEBBLE PICTUES   65. ICE CREAM 

22. CAR DETAILING PRODUCTS  66. KEITH WENHAM 

23. JESUS LOVES BEXHILL 

24. ASSOCIATION OF CARERS 

25. BEXHILL MUSEUM 

26. MODEL CARS 

27. RSPCA 

28. BOOKS/MAGAZINES 

29. SECONDHAND BOOKS 

30. HARRIS TWEED CLOTHES & BAGS 

31. DECORATIVE TEXTILES 

32. KNITTED GOODS 

33. COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS 

34. LITTLE BARKERY 

35. SWEET TOOTH TREATS 

36. AUTOJUMBLE 

37. SUSSEX ADVANCED DRIVERS 

38. FUNNY HEN SECRET BOUTIQUE 

39. SPITFIRE MOTORING 

40. TOOLS & ACCESSORIES 

41. PLANTS 

42. MOBILE GAMING VAN 

43. TRINKETS 

44. SWEETS 
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NEIL JESSOP 

 

1978 Ford Escort mk2 

Zakspeed Group 5 tribute. 

The original car was dominant in the German touring car series DRM in the late 70’s and 

was thought of as the ultimate racing Escort. 

Although this car is modern spec,  with 320bhp and weighing just 700kg, the perfor-

mance is similar to the original. 

 

2.4 litre Ford Duratec engine 

Sadev 6 speed sequential gearbox 

Atlas axle 

Penske coilover shocks 

AP brakes 

Lightweight carbon fibre panels 

 

Currently racing with Modified Ford Series at circuits around the UK. This is the premier 

race series for classic fords in this country. 

I’ve had many great battles on track over the last few years and results including outright 

wins, class wins and lap records at several circuits. 

 

37 

 

 



36 

 

9 

 

         SHOW TROPHIES 2025 

 

        CHARITABLE ORGANISATIONS 

            This year our members have selected the following local charitable  

                       organisations to benefit from the profits of our show:- 

 

 BEST BEXHILL 100 CAR 

Presented by Cllr Abul Azad 

BEST PRESENTED ENGINE 

Judged by Ryan Hollebon 

BEST CLASSIC CAR 

Presented by Trenchline Utilities 

 BEST CUSTOM CAR 

Presented by Chris & Heidi Speck  

 BEST AMERICAN CAR 

 Presented by Maurice Takoor 

 BEST COMMERCIAL VEHICLE 

Presented by Trenchluine Utilities 

BEST BIKE OR SCOOTER 

Presented by Alan Timms 

BEST MODIFIED CAR 

Judged by Ryan Hollebon 

     All trophies will be presented to owners at their vehicles during the day 

Bexhill Beach Garden 

Bexhill Heritage 

Hastings RNLI 

Association of Carers 



10 

 

35 

 

 



34 

 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Trenchline Utilities Limited is Proud to Sponsor the 
Bexhill 100's 20th Anniversary Classic & Custom Car 
Show 

  
At Trenchline Utilities Limited, we are thrilled to be sponsoring the Bexhill 
100 Motoring Club’s Classic & Custom Car Show, held at the The Po-
legrove recreation ground in Bexhill on August Bank Holiday Monday, es-
pecially as this year, the event celebrates its 20th anniversary. As a local 
construction company with a deep commitment to community engage-
ment, we are honoured to be part of such a prestigious event that not only 
brings together motoring enthusiasts, but also contributes so generously 
to charitable causes. 
  
Our Directors are lifelong classic car enthusiasts, and joining the Bexhill 
100 MC was a natural step for us. We believe in the importance of pre-
serving and celebrating the history of motoring, and the Polegrove show 
perfectly encapsulates the passion and spirit of the car community. 
  
This year, we are especially excited to be part of the club's efforts to help 
surpass the remarkable £200,000 milestone in charitable donations. As a 
company, we strongly believe in giving back to the community that sup-
ports us, and we are proud to be contributing to such a worthy cause. 
Through our sponsorship, we hope to help raise awareness, increase at-
tendance, and support the event’s ongoing success. 
  
We look forward to being part of this memorable occasion and are excited 
about the positive impact it will have on both the classic car community 
and the charitable organizations that benefit from the show’s proceeds. 
  
Here’s to a fantastic 20th anniversary and to achieving great things to-
gether! 
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REGALIA 

We have a wide range of clothing in a variety of colours and sizes as shown in the attached images; full 

details of which may be found on our website by first selecting ‘Menu’ then ‘Regalia’. 

Come and visit ‘Lady Regalia’ at our stand where you will be assured of a hearty welcome! 
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 70 Years of 

ELVA 
“elle va” (she goes) 

 

1955 to 1968 

 
Frank G. Nichols (Mr. Elva) was born on 29th August 1920 in Bexhill, East Sussex.  

The Elva company built their first car, a Mk.1 sports race car with a Ford E93A engine and an 

Elva cylinder head conversion in early 1955 behind the York Hotel in London Road, Bexhill.  

The town was named ‘The Birthplace of British Motor Racing’ in 1994, as it had hosted the 

first recorded motor speed event on 18th May 1902, which ran along the seafront from Gal-

ley Hill.  

Frank rented additional space around the town to build and store more vehicles as Elva 

became of interest to the motorsport community as a car to race, appearing alongside 

those from Lola, Lotus, MG and Triumph. Cars built by the company in period included front 

and rear-engine Juniors, sports race cars from Mk.1 to Mk.8, road and race Couriers and the 

beautiful BMW-powered Elva GT160 which attracted much attention at the Earls Court and 

Turin Motor Shows, but never went into full production. The company also built the first 

McLaren  Can-Am car, the McLaren-Elva Mk 1A. 

Elva drivers of note include Graham Hill, Sir Stirling Moss, Bruce McLaren, Carl Haas, Tony 

Lanfranchi and Elvis Presley in addition to a comprehensive list of over 2000 other drivers.  

Elva later moved from Bexhill to Hastings, then Rye and Croydon. 

.                    
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BEXHILL 100 MOTORING CLUB CLASSIC & CUSTOM CAR 
SHOW 

 
OVER THE PAST 19 YEARS OUR SHOW HAS RAISED £180,000 

FOR LOCAL CHARITABLE ORGANISATIONS WHICH ARE LISTED 
BELOW 

 
1066 SPECIALS FOOTBALL CLUB   SARA LEE TRUST 
4 X 4 ASSIST RESPONSE DRIVERS   SCOPE 
ASSOCIATION OF CARERS    SERV SUSSEX 
BARBY KEEL      SHINING LIGHTS 
BEXHILL CARING COMMUNITY   SPECIAL KIDS BEXHILL 
BEXHILL COMMUNITY BUS   
 ST MICHAELS HOSPICE 
BEXHILL COMMUNITY CENTRE  
 THE PELHAM CENTRE 
BEXHILL COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONSE 
BEXHILL GATEWAY CLUB 
BEXHILL HERITAGE 
BEXHILL HOSPITAL IRVINE UNIT 
BEXHILL MUSEUM *ELVA PROJECT* 
CANINE PARTNERS 
CHARITY FOR KIDS (HASTINGS & ROTHER) 
CHESTNUT TEE HOUSE 
CHILDREN WITH CANCER 
CONQUEST HOSPITAL SPECIAL CARE BABY UNIT 
DEMELZA CHILDREN’S HOSPICE 
EASTBOURNE RNLI 
EAST SUSSEX DISABILITY ASSOCIATION 
EAST SUSSEX FIRE CADETS (BEXHILL) 
EAST SUSSEX YOUNG CARERS    
FELLOWSHIP OF ST NICHOLAS 
GLYNE GAP SCHOOL 
GOLDEN MARIGOLD CLUB 
GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND 
HASTINGS & ROTHER FRIENDS 
HASTINGS RNLI 
HOMECALL 
KENT & EAST SUSSEX AIR AMBULANCE 
LITTLE COMMON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
MS SOCIETY 
PEBSHAM 1066 RBA CENTRE 
PEBSHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE 
PITSTOP 
RBL MAIS HOUSE 
RESPITE REHABILITATION CARE CENTRE 

 
THIS YEAR WE HOPE TO EXCEED £200,000 !!! 
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Adam Traditional Barber  

has donated 6 haircuts which will be given out during 
the show 
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CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT 

 

                  Uncle Bumble throughout the day 

 

 

                                      RUBY’S DUCK HUNT 

See Ruby in the Registration Tent for details of the Duck Hunt.  Find the ducks. 

Solved the clues. Win a prize and get entered into a prize drawer at 3.30pm 

 

                    COLOURING COMPETITION 

 

 Drop your entries off at the Registration Tent to enter. 

 Ages 7 – 11 – 1st, 2nd & 3rd various prizes 

  Ages 12 – 16  1st, 2nd /& 3rd various prizes 

Judging will be throughout the day and finalists will be announced at 4pm. 

COLOURING COMPETITION SPONSORED BY SRC ROOFING 
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   If you are interested in joining or sponsoring Fire Cadets please 
email fire.cadets@esfrs.org 

5 reasons to sponsor Fire Cadets  

• Give young people the best possible start – the Fire Cadets makes an incredi-

ble difference to young lives. And that's an incredible thing to be part of. 

• Make a real difference – Fire Cadets is a really positive involvement in social 

action and improving community cohesion. 

• Make your place safer – increased awareness of how to reduce fires and anti-

social behaviour contributing to the enhancement of local communities. 

• Boost your brand – associate with the hugely respected and well-known brand 

that is East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service, and the innovative new uniformed 
youth service that is Fire Cadets. 
Feel connected – be part of our firefighting and rescue family, respected around the 
world.       

If you're between 13 and 17, join our Fire Cadets! During your 
time on the programme, you’ll make new friends, have loads 
of fun and learn all about what it means to be a firefighter and 
make a positive impact on your community. 

mailto:fire.cadets@esfrs.org
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